4" Our Centre Values

Lakes Kinderga
& Early Childhood Centre

Our centre values reflect our shared vision for children, educators and community.
These values help us shape our learning environment, support meaningful
partnerships and guide our reflective practice.

Inclusive
Respect
Enjoyment
Trust
Growth Mindset
Commitment

Honesty

Working in Partnership

Equity
Care and support for self and others

Reflective Practice




i Philosophy Statement

West Lakes Kindergarten
& Early Childhood Centre

Acknowledgement of Country
We acknowledge that we learn on the traditional lands of the Kaurna people, and we pay our respect to Elders
past, present, and emerging. As part of our ongoing commitment to reconciliation we aim to foster respect,
understanding, and connection.

Children
At West Lakes Kindergarten and Early Childhood Centre, children are central to everything we do. We see them
as capable, curious, and competent learners who bring their own strengths, interests, cultures, languages, and
identities. Through play, children investigate, create, imagine, and connect with others. Play is the foundation of
our curriculum and is enriched by intentional teaching, collaborative inquiry, and the voices of children and
families.

Belonging, Inclusion and Equity

We embrace equity, inclusion, and diversity as central to our practice. Every child and their family have the right
to feel safe, respected, and to belong. We honour each child’s uniqueness, including those with special rights,
and we value the cultural and linguistic diversity of our families. Through respectful partnerships we actively
support participation, and every child’s right to learn and thrive.

Partnerships with Families and Community
We recognise families as children’s first teachers and build strong, trusting, and respectful relationships with
them. Together, we share knowledge, aspirations, and hopes for children’s learning and wellbeing. Families tell

us our centre is warm, welcoming, and supportive—a place where genuine care, respect, and community
connection are embedded.

Teaching and Learning

Our curriculum is dynamic and responsive, shaped by children’s voices, interests, and inquiries. It balances
child-led and educator-led experiences, fostering curiosity, resilience, and a growth mindset. We emphasise
literacy and numeracy, with afocus on oral language as a foundation for communication, learning, and wellbeing.
Learningis collaborative: children and educators co-construct knowledge through shared exploration, dialogue,
and reflection. Educators engage in ongoing reflection and are guided by the Early Years Learning Framework,
National Quality Standard, and the Early Childhood Australia Code of Ethics in our commitment to quality
practice.

The Learning Environment

Our indoor and outdoor environments are central to our program. They are designed to inspire play, discovery,
and collaboration, while supporting smooth transitions between places and spaces. We value aesthetics,
sustainability, and a sense of connection with nature, knowing that thoughtfully created environments nurture
curiosity, belonging, and engagement.

Collaboration and Commitment

As ateam, we value each other as co-educators. We work collaboratively, share responsibility, and support one
another with respect and professionalism. Together, we maintain high standards of curriculum knowledge and
pedagogy and engage in ongoing quality improvement and professional learning. Our collective commitment is
to create a nurturing and inspiring environment where children feel empowered to play, learn, grow, and thrive.
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